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The light, they uy, i• the 
gho.t of the old m..,nger 
In ... ,eh of hMioy•l.,_ 

Prom this tradition an- one ezplanation 
for tbe tight in the wooda. In eeveral lim.ilar  
veraiona, the ghost of a chief long dead seeks 
aomething of value on the land from which his 
people have been driven. 

ADotbe1 atory draWl in put upon biatory. 
ID 1864, Preeident Abraham Lincoln direct­

ed the construction of a military road from 
Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor on the tip of 
the Keweenaw Peninsula, to Fort Howard at 
Green Bay. Troops uaing it were to protect 
copper supplies essential to the Union war 
effort. 

The road followed a much older trail that 
puaed through Dog Meadow and the Waters­
meet area. In summer, military mail bad 
moved by water. During the freezeup, couriers 
took it to Green Bay by dog sled over the old 
trail. 

The atory goes that one of the mail carriers 
,... eet upon and killed at Dog Meadow. His 
dop attacked the attackera, and the animals 

...., ......... ,... ...._....,. .,, il tile 
ghost of the old m !apr in ll8rch of bia 
)oyaldop. 

. 

There are more modern �1JilitieL 
An old-timer, known to his neighbon only 

as Pancake Joe, owned a portion of the woods 
through which the Upper Peninaula Power 
Co. 1iDe nlllB. He foucht the company when it 
wanted to chop a rilbt of -.y tbrouch his 
trees, but he lc.t. 

Now, they aay, m. leltle. apirit returns 
and dances in helpless fury beneath the wires. 

Another aet of theoriee waa born of the 
flying saucer .,e, perbapa enc:ourapd by a 
book which aJJepd that .an fed from New 
England power lines and caUMCI a �r Eut 
Coast blackout in 1966. 

•'For a while," aaid Bob Zelinski, the opera­
tor of Sylvania Outfitten in W atenmeet and 
a most articulate wood& !'UDDer, "everybody 
�d. "Well, it's the UFO& landing and sapping 
juice from the power linea.' 

"People would ask me - rm IUppoaed to 
be the expert - 'What does the power com­
pany say about loaing watta, or whatever?' 

"I'd say, "They're in cahoots with the gov­
ernment. You'll never find out. You know how 
that goes. They ain't going to tell.' " ' 

Zelinaki, to whom I am indebted for much 
of what I mow ·about tbe licht. Mid he had 
heard a atory about an eDiiDeer who died in a 

tlain ltill oat there with hill lant.rn 
tryiDg frantically to flag down the other train. 
The woodsman doesn't regard that one • weD 
eubatantiated, though. 

"My neighbor who used to live ac:roes the 
street claimed that thoee J.ilhts were without a 
doubt from ore boeta on Lake Superior," be 
aaid. "He aaid he bad followed them down tbe 
lhore." 

Lake Superior lies about 50 miles to the 
DOrth, on the far aide of a pretty big range of 
hills. 

WE KNEW only a couple of these stories 
that first night when we went out, unguided, 
to eee the light. No question about it, it has an 
eerie quality. 

It comea and goes. For a while you juat 
watch, trying to liken it to aometbing familiar. 
You're a little afraid to turn away, becaUie 
you might miss something that you should 
eee. Gradually, though, you get organized. 

You burrow into the camera bag for the 
binoculars. They don't show much more de­
tail of the white light, except that it seems to 
reflect around and look double. 

Through the glasaes you sometimes see a 
dimmer red light or two. Sometimes you aee 
both colors at once, sometimee not. 

IS When we atarted timing the lights with a 
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....... a Cllltain ncuJarity bec:allle eridat. 
Qaite a few .. Oil" periods IMted jult about 
daNe mmutea. with a break of about a 
minute. 

When the licht stayed oo lonpr, the t..k 
... aborter. 

Luck, or a benip apirit. took a hand when 
we bad determined this much. Tbe clouda 
puted. ftilbt down the IC*l, tht coDiteUatioll 
c..itpi• adorDed die aky. Oppoeitle tM 
opiD top of the w eboDe a .tar that could OD)y 

Po&aria. 
We bad tumed ·left. olf DOithbouDd 45, but 

we weren't lookinl welt. Somehow we had 
.,._fooled by beDCb iD the n.d; the licht IQ 
i1a die direction of the North Star. That 
mn.d out to be a key ol.ervatioo.. 

Allo. the licht IQ rilht aloa& • � 
... Could that ficwe iD it? 

We knocked olf for the Diiht ADd headed 
1-=k to the motel for aDOtller look a an OD­
--... County map. 

s.l we been lookiuc ...t, which ia your 
i r JMion on the pGUDd. . we would haft 
... priDe into 15 mile8 of _.pty wilder.-. 
� north. which the atan uid we .-D.Y 
� domg, we were lookiug equarely at a ctia­
&llllt .a.tch of Highway 45. 

&c.etimee white J.iPta? Sometime& red! 
All iD view about the .me 1eDcth of time? 
sa.ilu iDterruptiona, • though cUa l'8ll 
tbrouP a dep�D iD the roed? Light OD 
lcmpr, aborter dip? Maybe two can in view at 
ODCe? 

It would Deed eome checkiDa the nest 
ailht. but we h8d a atart. 

THE day c:lawDed OD lOllY anow. We 80Uiht 
G8t Zelimki aDd reported our -..piciona. 

iie iriJmed. "You 10rt of ·ahot bole& iD the 
Mllll7 a little bit." be aaid. ,._ be told -
......... 8tory. iD ita way .. WODderful .. the 
lilbt. . 

,_ about ewrybody iD the Watenmeet-
Paulding area has known the trQth aince the 
lilht fiJBt wu noticed. But the whole thou­
.....t of them, more or -. haw built up the 

. ......... ad kept the 8eCI'8t a1molt iDtact. 
, ,...., I thiDk, in the eneuth pede wben 

- high 8Cbool kidJI W'fJft out pmting Oil 
tMt roed 8Dd the licht appeared." be began. 
'-n.y ficured it was somebody GJ�Dinc, but 
aobocly evK eaae. They cot ecand 8Dd Wt. 

"Everybody had to go eee tm. lilbt. I Je­
_._ I- iD the Boy Scouts aDd we tGak 
• .........,.. oat from Glle a! die =-tinp 
He,... wry abpUcal about thia lilbt idea iD 
tbe fint pl.ce. but Wbu we eaw it eveaybady 
... c:timam. treel and nmDiDI all ... far a 
....... 

"'My did Wilt up there with IOID6 frieDda. 
lh ... biDocu1an 8DCl did the .... dirty, 
dutardly deed you did. He al8o looked at a 
map and figured out a few thiap. I gueee they 
re80lved, to their aatisfaction, what Will caua­
iDg this phenomenon. 

"But I found out in seventh grade that no 
one would accept an explanation for this. It 
was unexplained. Who wants a logicaJ explan­
ation?" 

For quite a while, Zelinski said, it was pret­
ty much a local sensation. Sure, kids would 
drive up from Rhinelander and Eagle River to 
..e it, but the real promotion didn't begin 
until seven years ago. 

Me ltrMiia ........... oi'IJ»Jovn»l 
"I notiCed tbe · intereat in the light, and a 

few other buaineeemen did, and for a while we 
did � it," ZetimiD aid. "lt'a m the 
Waterameet brechure, and on place mata. We 
even advertiMd it OD TV. 

.. Paulc:liDg wound up advert.iai.ng the licht 
too, but they did it out of RhiDelander. We 
did it out of Marquette. Somehow we got tile . 
IUY from Upper PeniDaula Travel&: Recrea­
tion inte�. Talk about CODDICtioD&! He 
had it in every paper all the way from Dulutb 
toMilwaube. 

· 

"Right during Christmas they bad it that · 
W atersmeet · had ita own Cbristmu star. 
Georae Roberta over at the Paulding eeneral 
ltore even had some buttons made that aaid 1 
uw the light.' " 
A LOT of people came and stayed until they 
figured out what the licht was, but it never 
made any difference, ZeliDAki aaid. There 
always was a resurgence of interest. 

"If this would have been a little bit differ­
ent, I would have been hauling people,'' he 
.al . .. rw got a van and I would haw filrured 
out a whole itinerary of gho8t towDI and mys­
terioua pbn CIIMJ'A 

"Euept, at eome tUDe. it' a ju.t too obvious 
what the tight ia. The worst time to eee it ill 
when it'a very clear. So I never went to town 
OD it. though fw hauled people up there. 

.. 1 cbupcl $4 apiece and loaded up·12 peo­
ple. That'• Dice. You doo't have to work dur-. 
iDg the day if you can pull this kiDd of atuff all 
Dight lcq." 

He becan to laugh 10 bard he could hardly 
talk. 

"They listed me u a eoun:e of information 
on this licht becauae I'm hardy and I gueu 
I'm not afraid to open my big trap, or some­
thing. But when anybody uks, I tell 'em I 
haven't the slightest idea what that light ill. 

·'Then. just to dissuade 'em from using bin­
ocularB, I've told 'em, 'Don't do that. You'll 
bwn your eyes.' 

"I purpoeely steer 'em wrong. I tell 'em, 'Go 
north on Highway 45. Turn west on Robbina 
Pond Road. ' That blows t.beU orientation 
richt tllW&y. --- you &rell't doing that. 

I 

You've got to �Y make directions sim­
ple, but oonfuai.ng." . 

He said competing resort communities 
made serious efforts to debunk the light when 
it first was a popular featwe. It didn't matter. 
People kept comiDI to Watenmeet and hav­
iugfun • 

.. ,._ WMn pMiee ., 46 cM - you a-. 
rm leading the pack and everybody's haneinl 
onto the next guy 10inl throuch the wooda. 
It's a riot," Zelinaki Mid. 

"At Dingman's Rock the re's a railing to 
aupport a wall tent - I gueas somethinl eome 
deer hunten used. I tell everybody (his voice 
took on a tone of awe), 'I don't know what 
that is, put it's been in the field a long time. I 
don't la\ow whoever does that, but it looks 
just like Stonehenge. I'm sure there's soiile­
tbing mysterious about it. ' " 

Onoe again, be couldn't talk for laughing . 
"There's been a number of reports of inves­

tigations. The best one was that NASA inves­
tigated. Some UFO groups investigated. They 
uy N•tional Geographic investigated, and 
Ruders Digest investigated. I don't know if 
anybody ever investigated. 

.... .,.. had people uy they were parked tbere 
and their car headligbta and electrical sya­
tems and batteries iult went dead. When 
those stories are noiaed around, I say I don't 
know whether it's true or not, but you bear 
that." 

The snow was thinning. Zelinaki got out a 
topographic map and pointed out the lay of 
the land. Sure enO\Jih, the mysterious ligbta 
in the woods are auto headligbta and ta.illigbts 
on Highway 45. You pick them up on the long 
hill at Maple Grove Cemetery, 11 miles from 
Dingman's Rock. 

The cemetery lies about 1,315 feet above 
lea level. Pauld.ing ill down in a bole between 
there and the lookout poiDts. The village puts 
a little glow in the sky - just enough to give 
an onlooker a false horizon. 

"The power line has a lot to do with seeing 
the light, because it provides an open area for 
a long distance," Zelinski said. 

There's nothing remarkable about seeing 
auto lights that far. In real darkness you can 
.e the flare of a match 10 miles away. How­
ever, people don't always get an honest an­
.wer when they raise the question. 

"'A TV 1UY �eel if the light bad been .een 
before the advent of the automobile," Zelinski 
recalled. "Somebody said bill cnmdfatber 
owned a Stutz Bearcat, the first car in the 
Uea, and Grandpa saw the light from that car 
in the same spot." 

Sometimes you don't have to tell tall tales. 
Zelinski once led two carloads of Michigan 
travel �gents out to look. One group saw the 
light and charged down the road in pursuit . 
The other atayed put. Naturally, the ones on 
the hilltop could see that the light stayed on. 
Tboee who bustled to lower ground lost it. 

The cbuen returned. "We couldn't see it 
at all," they reported. "See it? It was right 
over you all the time," their colleagues aa­
aured them. 

A disclosure like this may ease a lot of con­
sciences. Like otben in the past, it won't mar 
the mystery light. People have too much fun 
being fooled. Even Uncle Sam must under-
stand. 

"There's a sucker shorn every minute" says 
a 1ovemment placard in the Watersmeet Post 
Office. But it ahows a postal inspector, not a 
backwoods guide. D 


